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Dear Sirs: 



This is to report to you that we have received the first Office Action issued by the 
Chinese Patent Office on August 6, 2004 in connection with the above-identified patent 
application. Enclosed please find a copy of the Office Action and the English translation 
thereof. 

Please note that a response to the Office Action is due on December 6, 2004 .Your 
instructions two weeks before the due date would be highly appreciated. 

For your information, the applicant may request only once an extension of up to two 
months upon payment of extension fees in relation to your response. 

If you have any questions connected to this, please feel free to let us know. 



Sincerely yours, 




Du Rixin 



CCPIT Patent and Trademark Law Office 
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Address: 6 Xi Tu Cheng Lu, Haidian, Beijing ; Post Code: 100088 



Applicant: 


SUMITOMO ELECTRIC INDUSTRIES, LTD. 


Date of Notification: 

Date: 22 Month: 7Year2004 


Attorney: 


Du Rixin 


Application No. : 


02800429.9 


Title of the Invention: 


FERRULE FOR OPTICAL CONNECTOR AND METHOD OF 
AMNUFACTURING THE FERRULE 



Notification of the First Office Action 
(PCT Application in the National Phase) 



1 . H The applicant requested examination as to substance on 



and examination has been 



carried out on the above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law of 
the People's Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as c< the Patent Law"). 
□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 35(2) 
of the Patent Law. 



El The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 
filed in JP on Feb. 28, 2001 filed in JP 

, filed in 



filed in 



on 



on 
on 



Mar. 30,2001 



3. □ The following amendments submitted by the applicant are not acceptable under Art. 33 of the Patent Law: 

□ The Chinese translation of the amendments annexed to the IPEA Report. 

□ The Chinese translation of the amendments made under Art. 19 of PCT. 

□ The amendments made under Art. 28 or Art. 41 of PCT. 

□ The amendments made under Rule 5 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
Specific reasons why the amendments are not acceptable are set forth in the text portion of this Notification. 

4. ^Examination was directed to the Chinese translation of the International Application as originally filed. 

□ Examination was directed to the application documents as specified below: 

□ Description^ Pages pf the Chinese translation of the International Application as originally filed. 

□ Pages of the Chinese translation of the amendments annexed to the IPEA Report. 

□ Pages pf the amendments made under Art. 28 or Art. 4 1 of PCT. 

□ Pages pf the amendments made under Rule 5 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the 

Patent Law. 

□Claims □ The Chinese translation of claims _ 

□ The Chinese translation of claims _ 

□ The Chinese translation of claims _ 

□ The Chinese translation of claims _ 

PCT. 

□ The amendments of the claims m ade under Rule 5 1 of the Implementing Regulations of 
the Patent Law. 

□Drawings □ Pages of the Chinese translation of the International Application as originally filed. 

□ Pages of the Chinese translation of the amendments annexed to the IPEA Report. 

□ Pages pf the amendments made under Art. 28 or Art. 41 of PCT. 

□ Pages of the amendments made under Rule 5 1 of the Implementing Regulations of the 

Patent Law. 

5. H Below is/are the reference(s) cited in this Office Action (the reference numbers) will be used throughout the 

examination procedure): 



_of the International Application as 
of the amendments made under Art. 



originally filed. 
19 of PCT. 



.of the amendments annexed to the IPEA Report, 
of the amendments made under Art. 28 or Art. 41 of 
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No. 


Numbers) or Title(s) of Reference(s) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filine date of conflicting asnlication^ 


1 


JP TOKAI 2001-4862A 


Date: 12 Month: lYear: 2001 


2 


JP TOKAIHEI 10-186175A 


Date: H Month: lYear: 1998 


3 




Date 


Month: Year: 


4 




Date 


, Month: Year: 


5 




Date 


Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 
□ On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 1 8 of the Implementing Regulations. 
E3 On the Claims: 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 paragraph 1 of 

the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. 

H Claim(s) 1.8.9.11.12.17.18.20 does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 

3 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 4 of 

the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) , does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

El Claim(s) 6-9.11.16-20 does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing 
Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

The explanations to the above conclusions are set forth in the text portion of this Notification. 

7. In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

H The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and make 
amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion of the 
Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit sufficient 

reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The followings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within ± months 
counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the time limit is not met, 
the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent 
Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in conformity 
with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed over to the 
"Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to the Reception 
Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the Patent 
Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 2 pages and the following attachments: 
B 2 cited reference(s), totaling JJ pages. □ 

Examination Dept. 9 Examiner: Lag Xia Seal of the Examination Department 
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E022378 

Text Portion 

The application as described in the specification deals with a ferrule for 
an optical connector and the method of manufacturing the ferrule. After 
examining the application documents, the examiner sets forth the 
following comments: 

Claim 1 seeks to protect a ferrule for an optical connector. However, 
Reference 1 has also disclosed a ferrule for an optical connector and the 
method of manufacturing the ferrule (see the whole specification and the 
accompanying drawings), especially the following specific technical 
features: a plurality of optical fiber positioning holes (13) and a pair of 
guide holes (11) are extending inwardly from a connecting end face; a 
chamfer portion (14) is formed at each guide hole on the said connecting 
end face side; and said connecting end face has an angle relative to a 
plane normal to center axes of said pair of guide holes. It can be seen that 
Ref. 1 has disclosed all of the technical features of claim 1 and thus it will 
be convenient for the ordinary technicians in the art to come to the 
technical solution claim 1 seeks to protect based upon Ref.l. Therefore, 
claim 1 shows neither outstanding and essential features nor remarkable 
merits, and the claim possesses no inventiveness as prescribed in Article 
22 (3) of the Chinese Patent Law (CPL). 

Claims 8, 9, 11 are dependent claims referring directly or indirectly to 

i 



claim 1. However, Reference 2 (see line 6 of column 6 to line 18 of 
column 7 of the specification and Figs 4a~4e ) has disclosed a resin 
component used for shaping a ferrule for an optical connector, in 
particular, the resin component wherein an arenaceous quartz is used as 
the filler with a grain fineness distribution being: the central grain 
diameter--20 it m~25 il m; the maximum grain diameter— 100 ix m. It can 
be seen mat it will be very possible for the ordinary technicians in the art 
to come to the technical solution claims 8, 9, 11 seek to protect by 
combining Refs 1, 2, in other words, it will be convenient for these 
technicians to realize the combination. Therefore, claims 8, 9, 11 show 
neither outstanding and essential features nor remarkable merits and they 
possess no inventiveness as prescribed in Article 22 (3) of the CPL. 
Claim 12 seeks to protect a method of manufacturing a ferrule for an 
optical connector. However, Reference 1 (see the whole specification and 
accompanying drawings) has also disclosed a ferrule for an optical 
connector and the method of manufacturing the ferrule, in particular, the 
following specific technical features: a ferrule body is made and a 
chamfer is machined in a cutting or grinding process; a plurality of fiber 
positioning holes (13) and a pair of guide holes (11) are disposed to 
extend inwardly from a connecting end face; a chamfer portion (14) is 
formed at each guide hole (11); let said connecting end face have an angle 
relative to a plane normal to center axes of said pair of guide holes. It can 
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be seen that Ref. 1 has disclosed all of the technical features of claim 12 
and it will be convenient for the ordinary technicians in the art to come to 
the technical solution claim 12 seeks to protect based upon Ref. 1. 
Therefore, claim 12 shows neither outstanding and essential features nor 
remarkable merits and thus it possesses no inventiveness as prescribed in 
Article 22 (3) of the CPL. 

Claims 17, 18, 20 are dependent claims referring directly or indirectly to 
claim 12. However, Reference 2 (see line 6 of column 6 to line 18 of 
column 7 of the specification and Figs 4a~4e) has disclosed a resin 
component used for shaping a ferrule for an optical connector, in 
particular, a resin component wherein an arenaceous quartz is used as the 
filler with a grain fineness distribution being: the central grain 
diameter — 20 jti m~25 m m; the maximum grain diameter — 100/xm. It 
can be seen that it will be very possible for the ordinary technicians in the 
art to acquire some enlightenments about the technical solution claims 17, 
18, 20 seek to protect by combining Refs 1, 2, in other words, it will be 
convenient for these technicians to realize the combination. As a result, 
claims 17, 18, 20 show neither outstanding and essential features nor 
remarkable merits and they possess no inventiveness as prescribed in 
Article 22 (3) of the CPL. 

In the following lettered descriptions of claims 6~9, 17, 18 , such as 
" the angle of center axes < said angle of ", " the angle 
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of center axes = said angle of "the filler with an average grain 

fineness <20/tm", "the maximum grain fineness ^40/rai", "the mixed 
filler with an average fineness < 20/wn", the mathematical symbols 
should be avoided and replaced with words or sentences. As a result, 
these claims make their protected scopes unclear and redundant and so 
they do not comply with Rule 20 (1) of the IR of the CPL, and the 
applicant is required to make necessary corrections. 
Claim 11 is a dependent claim referring to claims 8~11, but, as claims 
8~11 make the protected scope of claim 11 unclear and redundant, claim 
1 1 does not comply with Rule 20 (1) of the IR of the CPL either, and so 
the applicant is required to make necessary corrections. 
Claim 11 is a dependent claim referring to claims 8-11, but, as claim 8 is 
a multiple dependent claim, claim 1 1 does not comply with Rule 23 (2) of 
the IR of the CPL either. The similar defect also exists in claims 16, 17, 
19, 20, and so the applicant should make corrections as well. 

Based upon the above reasons, the present application, as far as the 
present version is concerned, cannot be patented. The applicant is 
required to submit a new version of claims or specification in view of the 
comments mentioned above within the given time limit. Any amendment 
to the application documents shall conform to Article 33 of the CPL, and 
not go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the specification 
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and claims. The present application will be rejected if the applicant fails 
to overcome the defects mentioned above or to offer adequate reasons 
showing the disclosure conforms to the IR and the CPL. The applicant is 
required to provide the duplicated copies of the portions of the initial 
documents needing to be amended with all of the amendments being 
marked with a pen or ball pen in a color ink. 
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